Workshop on Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisition 2024
EiE S BEGE S RSN E #.5|20

JLERIEGHEIRE

L TR
TR BRI, | FI I FASE", 2R

ARIE=2 LGB G JLE 0,11 2 3;1 AR HiER, M EIER A E, 3§
FE W LE ARG S KRS AR SCHIRE AR, JLEALEMIE P B, B4R
AT (externalize) N TERIHH R AJTELGER; SR B~ H& VP SR RIAME, TR =
HE CP &Moo 7EXUR M Za BB, JLENAE CP JZ NI = L INFE TP JE N
PRy BB NG o BT B AME N RIES A, J5 & AN RSB R BUE AS B s . JLE
RAANE CP EHIAIARIES WS VP JZMahia a4, I — 3/ 8 BT i X0aE 4]
AR SR, JLEANELS NS BRI, & — MWW (CP ZM VP 2) [ a]
(IP J2) XA, X —X A KIS REAMUFFEP0E LEE S KRR S, B
FIELE . PR, BRRNE. A ESEESEEES MJLE HIER SR .

The Growth of Children’s Syntax
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This paper investigates the early acquisition of syntactic structures based on longitudinal data from three
Beijing Mandarin-speaking children aged between 0;11 and 3;1. It is found that children at the single-word
stage could use nouns, verbs and interjections, which may be taken as evidence instantiating their acquisition
of VP and CP respectively. It is also found that children at the two-word stage begin to combine sentence-
final particles with VP elements, whereas IP elements such as aspect markers and modal auxiliaries appear
later at the multi-word stage. These facts show that VP and CP emerge earlier than IP in children’s language
development, as predicted by the Bidirectional Growth Model of Child language acquisition (Hu, 2016).



