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A Reanalysis of the Mood Use of " X"

Yuan Shen
Fudan University

It is generally held that " 3" ("again'), in addition to the basic meaning of repetition and addition,
expresses mood: either that of contrast or that of reinforcement. Controversies arise as to how
reinforcement is achieved -- by denying typical conditions or presuppositions (Peng 1999, Ma
2001, etc.) and what it is that is reinforced -- the conclusion, the credibility of the proposition
expressed, or refutation (Ding 1961, Wu 1999). Despite all the disagreements, scholars mostly
agree on an account of reinforcement in terms of additivity (Shao & Rao 1985).

In the formal semantics tradition, "again", the English counterpart of “3”, is assigned two
readings: the repetitive and the restitutive reading (Patel-Grosz and Beck 2019, Zwarts 2019).
" X" obviously shares these two readings. Whether there are other senses of " X ’and whether
and how they may be connected to reinforcement and contrast remains largely unexplored.

The present study proposes that " 3" has a unique "cancel" meaning as based on diagnostics
tests. The paper attempts to specify the semantics of this sense of “ 3" and prove the relevance
of this sense to the mood usage.
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